
Bible Story Discussion

THE STORY OF JONAH

Has God ever asked you to do something that you just didn't want to do? Jonah had that happen to him.
Here is his story.

Let's Get Started

Episode Theme: Reflecting God- God Calls His People

1. In Jonah 1, God told Jonah to go to Nineveh and preach to the people. Jonah didn’t want to go. As
you listen to the story, think about the reasons why Jonah didn’t want to go.

2. God knows everything, even before it happens. Why would God ask Jonah to do something that
Jonah didn’t want to do?

Memory Verse

But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship
bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord.

Jonah 1:3

After You Listen

Jonah’s story is about someone being rescued by God. Yes, the Ninevites were saved, but the story also
shows that God did not give up on Jonah. God gave Jonah a second chance (and more). He didn’t let him
run away, and he didn’t let him drown. He could easily have called someone else more faithful to go to
Nineveh, someone who had some compassion and mercy toward others. Maybe he used Jonah because
Jonah needed God’s rescue?not just from drowning, but from his hard heart.

Jonah thought the people of Israel were better than the Ninevites, so he didn’t want to preach to them
because he thought God would be merciful to them, and he didn’t want Nineveh to receive God’s mercy! (He
was right about God’s mercy, by the way!) Maybe God chose Jonah to teach him a lesson about mercy.

How are you like Jonah? Do you struggle with always being right? Do you lack compassion toward others?
Do you look down on others who you think are lazy or not doing the right thing? If so, God has promised to
work on you too. He never gives up on those who belong to him. In his love, he will come to you and go to
the most extraordinary lengths to rescue you. That’s what he did for Jonah. That’s what Jesus did later on
the cross. That’s what he’ll do for you today.

Want to dig deeper and learn more about God rescuing us? Check out 2 Samuel 22:17-20, Psalm 18:16-19,
and Hebrews 13:6.

Challenge

How has God rescued you? Read the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection in John 18-20. In this story,
God’s own son died in our place, paying for all of our sins. Today, ask God to soften your hard heart. Pray to
God for his mercy and accept Jesus into your heart.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah+1&version=CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+22%3A17-20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm++18%3A16-19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+18-20&version=NIV


Take the Episode Quiz

Question 1: To what city did God send Jonah?

Answer: To Nineveh

Question 2: During the storm, what did the sailors do to Jonah?

Answer: They threw him overboard.

Question 3: How did God rescue Jonah from drowning?

Answer: A large fish swallowed him up.

Question 4: True or False. Jonah prayed to God while he was inside the belly of the fish.

Answer: True.

Question 5: True or False. Jonah never went to Nineveh.

Answer: False.
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