
Bible Story Discussion

THE STORY OF PAUL’S CONVERSION

Meet Saul, a man that God changed into the greatest missionary in history.

Let's Get Started

Episode Theme: Worshiping God- The Holy Spirit Builds the Early Church

1. In Acts 9:15-16, Jesus tells Ananias that Saul (later called Paul) is Jesus’ “chosen instrument to
proclaim my name.” Think about how God chooses people to be his hands and feet on Earth. When
have you seen that happen in your life?

2. Jesus also says that Paul will “suffer for my name.” In 2 Corinthians 11:25-27, Paul describes some of
the dangers of being a missionary:

“Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a
night and a day in the open sea, I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in
danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger
in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. I have labored and toiled and have often
gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and
naked.”

For many followers of Christ, the name of Jesus cannot even be spoken in public and Christian worship may
be restricted or forbidden. Learn about and pray for the persecuted church today.

Memory Verse

But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles
and their kings and to the people of Israel.

Acts 9:15

After You Listen

The early church faced a difficult first challenge. Persecutors like Saul attacked believers, put them in jail,
and they even killed some of them. Saul spoke “murderous threats” (Acts 9:1) and made evil plans against
the Lord’s disciples. But Jesus changed Saul’s plans and chose him to become one of his greatest
missionaries. With his name changed to Paul, he preached across the Roman Empire, over 10,000 miles,
and even appeared before Caesar. As a “chosen instrument,” Paul proclaimed the Gospel “to the Gentiles
and their kings and to the people of Israel.” While in prison, Paul wrote 13 letters that are in the Bible today,
so he continues to proclaim Jesus’ name around the world. As you read more about the stories of Paul,
think about how Paul was a persecutor and then was persecuted and even put in jail for his faith and work
for the gospel. You don’t need to travel to other countries or write lots of letters like Paul did to be a
missionary. Have you ever told someone else about your faith? If not, think about why you haven’t. If you
have, what did that person say or do when you told them?

Want to dig deeper and learn more about Paul’s missionary adventures? Check out some of his stories in
Acts 17: 16 – 32, Acts 19: 21 – 40, and Acts 21: 27 – 36. Luke ends the book of Acts with Paul’s arrival in
Rome. From Rome, the gospel would be proclaimed throughout the world.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9%3A15-16&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+11%3A+25+%E2%80%93+27&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9%3A1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A+16+%E2%80%93+32&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+19%3A+21+%E2%80%93+40&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+21%3A+27+%E2%80%93+36&version=NIV


Challenge

1. Explore more stories of Paul the missionary in Acts 13 to Acts 28. Choose one of the stories and write
a play script to perform. You can see an example here: Paul and Silas in Prison.

2. Along with your parents, learn more about the persecuted church. Organizations like Voice of the
Martyrs tell stories of families and kids who courageously speak about the gospel:
https://www.kidsofcourage.com/.

Take the Episode Quiz

Question 1: Who did Saul witness being stoned to death?

Answer: Stephen

Question 2: Who did Saul ask for letters to give to the Jewish leaders in Damascus?

Answer: The high priest

Question 3: How many miles was the trip to Damascus?

Answer: 135 miles

Question 4: Who was sent by Jesus to talk to Saul?

Answer: Ananias

Question 5: On what street in Damascus was Saul?

Answer: Straight Street
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