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C Bible Story Discussion

THE STORY OF SAMSON

God had plans for his people. Listen to the story of Samson.

Let's Get Started

Episode Theme: Worshiping God - God Calls His People.

1. Are you someone who likes to know the plan or schedule for an activity? Does knowing how
everything will happen feel comforting, or do you like being surprised?

2. Judges 14 tells the story of parents who were confused and disappointed in their son’s choices. They
didn’t know that his choices were part of God’s plan to bring justice for his people. As you listen to the
story today, think about how you might be able to see God's plan better as you look back on things.

Memory Verse

<p>(His parents did not know that this was from the Lord, who was seeking an occasion to confront the
Philistines; for at that time they were ruling over Israel.)</p>
Judges 14:4

After You Listen

Wow. Samson was quite a character in God'’s story and is not a role model. He makes terrible choices
throughout his adult life. He had little control over his temper; people easily manipulated him; he was violent
and arrogant. What a surprising person God chose! On the surface, his life looked like a disaster. But God
does not just work on the surface. He had long-term plans to free his people from the evil Philistines who
had taken over Israel. Nothing could stop God'’s plans, not even a deeply flawed man like Samson.

But the people could not see God’s big plan. They could only see Samson messing up, time after time, until
finally, he seemed utterly defeated and humbled. God gave Samson incredible strength, but Samson relied
on that strength instead of on God. Only when Samson'’s strength was gone was he able to repent, and then
God put his plan into action. God was able to destroy all of the Philistine leadership in one blow and free his
people.

Proverbs 19:21 says that people can make all the plans they want, but ultimately, God’s plans will prevail.
That is very comforting when our plans don’t turn out. Nothing can stop God’s plans, and his plans are
always good.

Want to dig deeper and learn more about how trusting in God’s plans can be comforting when things go
wrong? Check out 2 Corinthians 4:17-18, Matthew 6:25-14, and Proverbs 16:1-4.

Challenge

Songs can often be a source of comfort when things seem confusing or wrong. Learn a song that reminds
you of God'’s big plan. Two good suggestions might be “My God is so Big” or “He’s Got the Whole World in
his Hands.” For more of a challenge, try “Great is Thy Faithfulness” or “In Christ Alone.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=judges+14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+19%3A21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+4%3A17-18&version=CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A25-34&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+16%3A1-4&version=NIV

Take the Episode Quiz

Question 1: Why were Samson’s parents upset with his choice of bride?

Answer: She was a Philistine.

Question 2: What did Samson later find in the mouth of the lion that he killed?

Answer: A beehive with honey.

Question 3: What was the name of Samson’s wife?

Answer: Delilah

Question 4: What finally robbed Samson of his strength?

Answer: Delilah cut his hair

Question 5: How did Samson'’s strength return?

Answer: He prayed to God to give him strength to bring down the building.
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