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When COVID-19 hit NYC in the spring of 2020, our children’s
ministry team faced a major obstacle: How would we safely
encourage children to grow in their friendships with other
Christians during a time of isolation? Parents are asking that
question today as we navigate ways to worship and gather with
other families to form a common bond in Christ. Like the early
church, how do we form community and work as a team to
provide for those in need?

In our current cultural moment, we're blessed with the
opportunity to explore out-of-the-box solutions to foster
togetherness with other Christians. How do we emphasize the need for community to our children? Try
these ideas.

1. Find examples of friendships in the Bible.
Look for moments in the Bible where God blessed friendships that were rooted in him.

¢ Daniel’s friends praying for him (Daniel 2:17-18)

¢ Jonathan and David’s friendship (1 Samuel 18-20)
¢ Ruth’s devotion to Naomi (Ruth 1:16-18)
¢ Jesus speaking to his friends (John 15:13-15)

How does God bless friendships that are rooted in him?
2. Discover ways you can embrace a church community and pray for opportunities to serve others.

Whether you attend church in-person or digitally, don’t limit your involvement to Sundays. Become a part of
the community by pouring yourselves into it.

e Attend a community group or family Bible study.

e Explore volunteer opportunities within your church where your family can work with others to serve
God and share his love with the community.

¢ Set aside one Saturday a month for a service project. For example, minister to a local nursing home
by organizing an artwork collection in your child’s Sunday school class. You'll be amazed by the joy of
sharing joy!

Whatever way you participate in the Christian community, choose to do it regularly and intentionally.

We should keep on encouraging each other to be thoughtful and to do helpful things. Some people have
gotten out of the habit of meeting for worship, but we must not do that. We should keep on encouraging
each other, especially since you know that the day of the Lord’s coming is getting closer (Hebrews 10:24-
25).

Set an example for your children by carving out specific time for fellowship with other Christians, and they
will place importance on belonging to a community of believers as well.

Want to do a deep dive? Check out Family Fire's article Church Family


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%202%3A17-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%2018-20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%201:16-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2015%3A13-15&version=NIV
https://familyfire.reframemedia.com/articles/church-family
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