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While teaching Sunday school, I’ve heard a lot of kids’ plans.
Hudson wanted to be a missionary. Bruce wanted to be a train
conductor. Valentine wanted to be an astronaut or an actress. It
will be interesting to see how God’s plans for their lives unfold.
After all, I wanted to be Mary Poppins, and my husband wanted
to be a dinosaur. Good thing our own plans don’t always work
out!

It’s healthy for kids to dream big dreams and make plans
accordingly. We must listen to their goals and guide them to help
them make good decisions that positively affect their lives. However, we must trust that God has the final
say and the best ultimate plan for our lives and theirs.

In the New Year, let’s model walking in faith alongside our kids by trusting God’s plan. We aren’t perfect,
and sharing our struggles with our kids is okay. But remind them that God works in our lives—grown-ups
and kids—daily. And even when we don’t understand God’s way, it is still the right way.

Here are some tips to help you and your family grow in God, ask him for help, and worship him through it all.

Stay rooted in Scripture. Read the Bible in a year as a family using Kids Corner’s 52-Week Bible Reading
Plan. As you read about the faith warriors of the Bible, discuss with your kids how God’s plan was
bigger—and better—than they could have imagined.

Ask for help. We want our kids to ask for help when needed, but we sometimes fail to ask for help
ourselves. Pray as a family and model humility and reliance on God. Boldly ask God for help in each area of
your life, and your kids will learn to do the same.

Worship God. Make time for your family to be creative and worship God in many ways. Play worship music
in the car. Have a worship dance party in the living room. Build, paint, cook, and tell stories to glorify God as
a family. Share with your kids that God wants us to give him our whole hearts in worship. We can’t just
squeeze worship into our schedules; worship is a lifestyle of magnifying God’s goodness with our every
breath.

I can’t wait to hear if Valentine is walking on the moon or starring in a movie. But even if she does something
completely different, I’ll still be proud of her. I’m sure you feel the same way and are excited to see what
God has in store for your kids. Let’s encourage our kids to run with God and follow where he leads this year
and in the years to come.

Want to do a deep dive? Check out Family Fire's article  Parenting: Seeking Advice, Finding Wisdom.
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