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A SMALL SIN IS A BIG DEAL
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Bible Readings

Take a few minutes to read the Bible verses listed and ask the
Holy Spirit to lead you in how this verse applies to you this week.

Matthew 5:21-28

Memory Verse

“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not
sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.” (NIV)

1 John 1:8-10
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Have you ever told a “little white lie” or stolen something small, like candy, without paying for it? Maybe
you’ve tried to convince your parents that a big sin is “no big deal.”

It may seem harmless, but Jesus is clear that all sin is a big deal. In Matthew 5: 21-28, Jesus says, “You
have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be
subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to
judgment.” Jesus is clear that ALL sin is bad. It hurts us and those around us, and it separates us from God.

The good news is that Jesus forgives us of all our sins. But that doesn't mean we don't have to deal with the
effects of our sin. When we hurt others, we need to ask for their forgiveness. No matter how small the sin,
Jesus wants us to help make it right.



Prayer
Father in heaven, please forgive all my sins and help me to remember that all my sins are a big deal. Help
me to ask for forgiveness, fix what I’ve done wrong, tell the truth, and learn from my mistakes. Forgive my
angry thoughts and help me make things right with those I’ve hurt. Amen.
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