
Devotion

ADVENT: LOVE AS AN ACTION
December 17, 2022

Bible Readings

Take a few minutes to read the Bible verses listed and ask the
Holy Spirit to lead you in how this verse applies to you this week.

John 13:1-38

Memory Verse

<sup>34</sup> But I am giving you a new command. You must love each other, just as I have loved you.
<sup>35</sup> If you love each other, everyone will know that you are my disciples.
John 13:34-35
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Waiting is hard. But often it can make the time go faster if you do something while you wait. What if you
were told to love while you waited? Would that make the time go faster? People usually think of love as a
feeling. Did you ever think of love as an action? Well, God’s love is active!

In John 13, Jesus told his disciples that he would soon be going into heaven and that they would have to
wait for him to return. But Jesus gave his followers something to do while they waited: love one another with
the same love that he had shown them. Jesus’ love is self-sacrificing love that puts the needs of others first.
It’s not just a feeling; it’s a love that acts! It touches people’s lives, heals them, feeds them, comforts them,
cries with them, washes their feet, and even dies for them. That is a difficult kind of love! The Holy Spirit
gives you this kind of active love as one of the “Fruit of the Spirit.” Sharing that gift shows people that you
are a follower of Jesus.



Advent has been a time of waiting. But while you waited, you loved others by sharing your gifts of kindness.
You practiced the job Jesus gave to his disciples; to love one another! You did something! You put hope,
peace, and joy into action! Christmas is next week, but we are still waiting for Jesus to come back, so there
is plenty of time to fill with love. What are you waiting for?

Prayer
Loving Jesus, you gave us a new command to love one another. Help us to do this difficult kind of love, so
that everyone will know that we are your disciples. Amen.
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