Devotion

GOD'S CALL FOR JUSTICE
June 6, 2021

Bible Readings
Take a few minutes to read the Bible verses listed and ask the
Holy Spirit to lead you in how this verse applies to you this week.
Isaiah 42:4, Luke 4:14-20, Amos 5:24

Memory Verse
“I’ll tell you what it really means to worship the Lord. Remove the chains of prisoners who are chained
unjustly. Free those who are abused! Share your food with everyone who is hungry; share your home with
the poor and homeless. Give clothes to those in need; don’t turn away your relatives.” (CEV)
Isaiah 58:6-7

written by Ron VandenBurg
illustrated by Chad Thompson

“I’m ready!” Michael called from the front door. Michael and his family were about to do something he’d only
ever seen in history books: march peacefully through their community in protest. Two days earlier, they'd
watched on television as an African American man, named George Floyd, died while being forcefully
restrained by the police. He had been accused of trying to steal from a store. Tears streamed down
Michael's mother’s face. His father’s normally soft green eyes glared with hard flecks of anger. Michael felt
like he should do something to help. The family agreed that participating in a peaceful protest would be a
good start.
Michael recognized injustice and wanted to speak out against that wrong. God saw injustice and raised a
protest of his own through the prophet Isaiah. He commanded Isaiah to tell the people of Israel to stop doing
things that only appeared good and start doing things that really were good, like protecting the unprotected,

giving to the poor, and feeding the hungry. The Israelites looked good at worship services and made a show
of bringing offerings. But they failed at making a difference in the lives of those who needed it most. God
spoke out against their wrong. He protested to help the Israelites make a change!
Does God want you to protest wrongdoing? The answer is yes. Do you have to march in a protest? Not
necessarily. Christians like you and me can respond to injustices in many ways. You can make yard signs or
use sidewalk chalk that publicly express your concerns. You can speak up when others are being treated
unfairly. Most importantly, you can make friends with kids with different skin colors and cultural
backgrounds. Will you join God in his call for justice?

Prayer
Dear God, help me to be willing to protest against the things that you protest against. Please give me
courage as I stand up for what is right. Amen.
written by Brenda M. Croston
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