D CRNER

JOY IN GOD

February 18, 2023

Bible Readings

Take a few minutes to read the Bible verses listed and ask the
Holy Spirit to lead you in how this verse applies to you this week.

John 15:9-11, Romans 15:13

Memory Verse

<sup>11</sup> | have told you this to make you as completely happy as | am.
John 15:11

l written by Ron VandenBurg
illustrated by Chad Thompson

SPRING CLEANING! TIME TO GET
RID OF STUFF, CASEY. WHAT
CAN YOU GIVE AWAY?

MOM, I NEEO IT ALL!
IT MAKES ME HAPPY.
o

TR

— | OH YEAH? OPEN
YOUR CLOSET DOOR.

I BUESS I WAS WRONG.
UM, MOM. T MIGHT NEED
ANOTHER 80X...PLEASE.

Troy received several gifts for his birthday. His aunt gave him lots of money, his mom and dad gave him the
new video game he’d wanted, and his grandparents brought an awesome remote control car. After the
party, he said, “I love all my presents—now | have everything | wanted.” Troy's dad replied, "We’re glad you
like your gifts, but remember these are just things. They can’t bring you real joy.”

Troy wondered what his dad meant. Over the next few weeks, Troy spent all his money, beat all the levels
on his new game, and then broke his remote control car. One day he looked around his room at all the cool
“stuff” he had, but he couldn’t understand why he felt empty. Then he remembered what his dad told him on
his birthday. “Is this what Dad meant about where real joy comes from?” he wondered.

Joy comes from our relationship with God through Jesus. In John 15:9-11, Jesus teaches us that we will find
peace and joy when we stay close to him and obey the Bible. The love we have for God helps us obey his
Word. When we follow God’s commands, he fills us with a spirit of hope and joy (Psalm 19:8 and 119:1-2).
Joy is not about what we own, but what we have in our hearts.



God loves us and will always be with us. That's a great reason to be full of joy. We may have new clothes,
tons of toys, or be liked by everybody, but none of that will bring us the joy of our relationship with God. We
will outgrow clothes, break toys, and lose popularity, but our relationship with God is eternal. Joy does not
depend on what happens to you. It is about what God is doing inside you.

Prayer
Dear God, thank you for being the reason we have joy. Help me to never forget where true happiness
comes from. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

written by Natasha Menifee
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