
Devotion

LOVE YOUR DIFFICULT NEIGHBOR
August 20, 2022

Bible Readings

Take a few minutes to read the Bible verses listed and ask the
Holy Spirit to lead you in how this verse applies to you this week.

Genesis 26:12-33, Romans 12:14-18

Memory Verse

<sup>18</sup> and do your best to live at peace with everyone.
Romans 12:18

written by Ron VandenBurg
illustrated by Chad Thompson

What do you do when you have an argument? How do you solve it? When you are hurt, you might want to
fight back.

God says that we should do all we can to make peace with those around us (Romans 12:18). Isaac’s story
shows us that this isn’t always easy! God blessed Isaac, and he became a very wealthy herdsman and
farmer. The people around him became jealous, filled his wells with dirt, and demanded that Isaac move
somewhere else. Isaac could have gotten angry and refused to go away. In his anger, he could have fought
back and maybe even taken some of their things away from them. At the very least, he could have ignored
them and kept on doing his own thing.

Do you know what Isaac did instead? In order to keep the peace, he agreed to leave and look for a new
place to live even though he was right and the others were wrong. In this new place, people again ruined his
well and insisted that he leave. And then it happened again! What did Isaac do each time? He packed up his
people and left…peacefully.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A18&version=CEV


God doesn’t expect us to just let people be mean to us or push us around. But he does expect us to do
whatever we can to make peace with others. This means we need to look for the good in other people, work
with them to find a peaceful solution, or—if need be—walk away. Remember, God isn’t only concerned with
who’s right. He wants us to “...try to live at peace and help each other have a strong faith” (Romans 14:19).
Is there someone you need to try to make peace with this week?

Prayer
Dear God, sometimes it is hard to get along with others. Please help me to work towards living at peace with
others. Amen.

written by Lisa VanderKuip
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