
Devotion

ORANGE SHIRT DAY AND MICAH 6:8
September 24, 2023

Bible Readings

Take a few minutes to read the Bible verses listed and ask the
Holy Spirit to lead you in how this verse applies to you this week.

Micah 6:8, Psalm 133, Luke 10:25-37

Memory Verse

<sup>8</sup> The God has told us what is right and what he demands: “See that justice is done, let mercy
be your first concern, and humbly obey your God.”
Micah 6:8

written by Ron VandenBurg
illustrated by Chad Thompson

Can you imagine having your favorite outfit taken away from you and being told you weren’t allowed to wear
it anymore? How would you feel? Angry? Sad? That wouldn’t be fair, would it?

Throughout the Bible, God is clear that justice—or making things right again—is very important to him. In
our world, many things are difficult and broken by sin. But God tells us that he is at work restoring justice,
and he invites each of us to help him make things right wherever and whenever we can. One way we can
make things right is by knowing the sad stories of the past and by doing better today.

About fifty years ago, a little girl named Phyllis had to leave her home on the Dog Creek Indian Reserve in
British Columbia, Canada, and go to school far away. Her Grannie bought her a special orange shirt to wear
because orange was Phyllis’s favorite color. However, at the school, the people in charge would not let
Phyllis wear her special orange shirt. Phyllis cried and asked to have it back, but no one listened.



Beginning in the 1870s, the Canadian government forced thousands of Indigenous children like Phyllis to
attend religious residential schools, where they lived away from their communities. This same thing
happened to Native Americans in the United States. The students at these schools experienced many
injustices. They were not allowed to wear their special clothes from home. They were not allowed to speak
the language they grew up knowing. They were forced to cut their hair short. Even worse, children were not
allowed to leave during the school year, and parents were not allowed to visit. There are now rules in place
so these things never happen again to children in school.

What happened to Phyllis and so many other Indigenous/Native American children was very wrong. So, how
can we “see that justice is done” today for what happened in the past? Part of doing justice today begins
with remembering past injustices—to make sure these kinds of things don't happen again. In September,
people in Canada recognize Orange Shirt Day—a day to remember the injustices of residential schools. In
honor of Phyllis and so many other Indigenous children, people wear orange shirts on September 30th and
together, they lament. A lament is a prayer that remembers the past and expresses sorrow and pain.

God calls us to look for opportunities each day to “see that justice is done, let mercy be [our] first concern,
and humbly obey [our] God." This might mean speaking up when you see someone being put down, bullied,
or teased. It could look like comforting someone who is hurt or listening to someone’s sad story and
lamenting with them. And there are bound to be times when we ourselves act unjustly too and hurt others.
But we can always ask others and Jesus for forgiveness and pray for God’s help to love better and walk
humbly with him each day.

Prayer
Creator God, each of us is loved by you. You call us all by name because we are your children. We pray for
the survivors and families of Residential Schools. Our hearts break for the terrible things that happened to
people there. Please shine your light in the darkness. Give us the courage to speak for those who are
silenced and to walk with those who feel alone. Forgive us for the ways we have caused others to feel less
than who they are. Strengthen us as brothers and sisters of One Creator in the family of God. Hiy, Hiy
(Thank you). Amen.
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