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THE NOT-SO-TRIUMPHAL ENTRY

March 21, 2026

Bible Readings

Take a few minutes to read the Bible verses listed and ask the
Holy Spirit to lead you in how this verse applies to you this week.

Matthew 21:1-11

Memory Verse

4 So God's promise came true, just as the prophet had said, s “Announce to the people of Jerusalem: “Your
king is coming to you! He is humble and rides on a donkey. He comes on the colt of a donkey.’”

Matthew 21: 4-5

' written by Ron VandenBurg
illustrated by Chad Thompson
AT CHURCH, WE TALK ABOUT JESUS’ RIDE ON PALM
SUNDAY BEING “TRILMPHAL."” THAT'S A 816 WORD THAT MEANS I WONDER WHY JESUS
“CELEBRATING A GREAT WIN OR ACHIEVEMENT.” PICKED A DONKEY THEN.

PEOPLE THOUGHT THE DONKEY
WASN'T 6000 ENOUGH, 8UT JESUS
CHOSE IT ANYWAY. I'M SO 6LAD
JESUS LOVES US EVEN WHEN WE
DOON'T FEEL 600D ENOUGH.

| watched as Karissa rode her giant horse around the arena. The horse’s name was Prince, and he earned
his name by his shiny black coat and blazing speed. He galloped around the arena with his head held high,
leading the rest of the horses behind him. He was incredible to watch. But as | watched, | noticed another
animal in a distant pasture. It was a small donkey with floppy ears and a matted gray coat. Its head slung
low, and no one was following it. No one was paying any attention to her, and she looked sad and pathetic.

| always find it funny that we talk about Palm Sunday being triumphal—a big word that means celebrating a
great win or achievement—and then we see Jesus riding on a donkey like the one | saw in the field. The
horse was triumphal, not the donkey. | wonder why Jesus chose to ride a donkey.

Like everything Jesus did, there was meaning to his choice. If he rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday on a
giant horse, it would have been an act of war, with Jesus as the conquering king. But by choosing a donkey,



he declared that he was there to get to work—God’s work—and he wasn'’t threatening anyone. Donkeys
aren’t flashy.

Maybe you aren’t flashy either. Do you ever feel pressure to perform or to stand out and be noticed? Those
are the things that the world values or even requires. But Jesus doesn’t put value in those things. Jesus
spent his entire ministry with people that didn’t seem to matter and weren'’t all that successful. His
“triumphal” entry was no different. He came to Jerusalem for everyone, not just the flashy or popular people.

If you ever feel like you aren’t good enough for Jesus, remember that Jesus doesn'’t just pick those who are
good enough. He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey as he prepared to die on the cross for everyone who isn't
good enough but who he loves anyway. Like you!

Prayer

Jesus, thank you for choosing me! Thank you for loving me so much that you died to forgive my sins. As we
celebrate Palm Sunday, help me to remember that even when | feel like | don't deserve your love you give it
to me anyway. Help me to live each day as your chosen child. Amen.

written by Bret Lamsma
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